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due by the 15th each month. 

THE 

CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

 

Special offering this month:  “ Mission Trust Fund”  

The Rev. Carol Snow-Asher, 
Pastor ~ Tel. 744-7864 

Nancy Turziano, Music Director 
 Nancy Lemieux, Office Secretary 

All Members: Ministers 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Friday, February 3rd  is our Annual Red Cross Blood Drive.   
 Winter always brings a critical shortage of blood, and the Center 
Harbor Community has always responded generously to the call for  
donors. 

This Blood Drive is successful because so many church people 
help by baking the “goodies” served to donors, by helping to register and 
guide donors as they come through, and by serving the best chili in town 
(and other food) after people donate (many donors come for that chili!). 

There is a sign-up sheet in Gilpatric Hall to help “the  
coordinating team” know how you will help. 
  The Red Cross is handling all the appointments for  
donations.  To make an appointment, call 1-800-RED-CROSS.   
 

 
 

Join the Mardi Gras Parade!! 
 

 The days before the Lenten season begins are  
traditionally  a time for fun—before the somber forty 
days of preparation before Easter.  Celebrations 
around the world mark the colorful Mardi Gras carnival days.  (Mardi Gras 
means “fat Tuesday” and is the day before Ash Wednesday; it is the last 
day to use up all the butter, eggs, sausage, sugar and cream before Lent). 
 You are all invited to celebrate Mardi Gras on Sunday, February 19th  
after worship in Gilpatric Hall. 
 There will be some special crafts, some singing, a parade with  
appropriate accompaniment from a well-rehearsed kazoo band, banners to 
make, light lunch of pancakes and sausages and YOU and your whole  
family!  Let’s have fun together before we begin our Lenten journey. 
 Please sign up in Gilpatric Hall ; take a mask(s) home to decorate. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
   After the fun and celebration of Mardi Gras, we will 
begin on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 PM our 
more somber Lenten journey with Jesus as He travels to 
Jerusalem…  The place will be announced (we hope of 
join with our sisters and brothers from neighboring 

churches).  We will gather to remember why it is called ASH Wednesday; 
to make our own ashes from our failures and faults, and  to begin our 
Lenten preparation before Easter (April 8th). 
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 Out of My Mind… and My Heart 
                            Carol Asher, interim Pastor 
 

     A number of our church families have been going 
through the process of “down-sizing” in preparation for 
moving … and some of the suggestions that they have 
received from realtors about “staging” their home have 
caused me to look around at my own home.  This idea 
comes at the same time that I tackle my winter project 
of finishing off the area under the eaves in an upstairs 
bedroom… an area that has stored many boxes of 
books and reading materials… some of which I have 
not opened since I left seminary 25 years ago, but 
seemed too valuable (and too expensive at the time) to 
simply toss away. 
     My brother is going through the same process as he 
continues to work to make the old family farmhouse in 
Hill his own permanent home.  He hauled truckloads of 
plastic bins from his previous home in Rhode Island 
promising himself that “when he had more time, he 
would cull through all those bins.”  Well, now that he 
has a (wonderful and special) woman in his life, he is 
being (strongly) urged to look through everything.  We 
both have reminders of our childhood home that we 
took when our mother moved into a nursing home 
(Gad!  She had saved such stuff!) 
     Now WHAT should I do with that tin doll house 
that I played with when I was seven?  And that  
beautiful end table that doesn’t even match my décor?  
And my grandmother’s lovely afghan that was always 
draped over the living-room couch?   And the box of 
very pretty dolls that my mother had collected?  And 
the many mementoes of my travels through Europe 
while in college and from my Peace Corps experience?  
And all those books? 
     And as I admit this, I’m sure many of you are still 
wondering if I have a warehouse where I keep many of 
the materials and things that show up at church for the 
different programs… 
     I  have taken a number of loads of junk to the dump 
at different times… and I have resisted the temptation 
to put my valuable junk on top of the dumpster in the 
hope that someone else will see the fine value of my 
old stuff.  The church yard sale has profited from 
“stuff” my both my house and my brother’s. 
     And still… there remains such an excess! 
 

     Our homes, I guess, have been going through the 
same process many of us do in our lives.  We decide 
it’s time for some renovations or at least a good  
cleaning and rearranging… this may encourage us to 
get rid of things we’ve had hanging around too long. 

     When we were young, most of us focused our  
energies on acquisition.  We accumulated possessions.  
We moved to bigger premises to accommodate the  
children, the cars, the television sets, the books, the  
animals, the souvenirs... 
     Later in life, we move into a stage of divestment.  
Sometimes it’s forced upon us, as we leave the family 
home for space in a seniors’ complex.  Sometimes it’s 
voluntary, as we look around the burdened shelves, the 
overflowing storage closets, the cluttered workshops 
     And we ask, “WHY am I keeping all this... this 
STUFF?” 
     If you’re old enough to remember comedian George 
Carlin’s hilarious monologue about “Stuff” back in the 
mid 80s, you’ve probably already started divesting 
yourself of “Stuff.” 
     You start deciding what’s worth keeping, and 
what’s not. 
 

     In my quest for clearing out, I have made three 
piles—what really is junk and past its prime (if it really 
ever HAD a prime!) and goes to the dump.  What could 
be useful to someone else and goes to the Community 
Thrift Shop or to the church (aarggh) for the Spring 
Yard Sale. 
     Unfortunately, there is still a lot of stuff that I look 
at and think “I could still do something with that!” or “I 
could use that someday!”  I had picked up all that when 
I thought that I could repair it, recycle it, or restore it to 
its former glory.  I realize that I’m probably not going 
to do it, after all.  I no longer have the interest the  
intention to “do something with that”… but I wonder 
WHO might! 
 

      Divestment isn’t just about things, though.  When I 
was younger, I had strong clear ideas about right and 
wrong.  I wasn’t always clear about why.  And I didn’t 
always do what I knew I should.  But I knew which 
was which, absolutely. 
     I’m not so sure any more.  Right and wrong tend to 
dissolve into each other, like wet watercolors. What’s 
right for me may be wrong for someone else.  An  
action that seems right at the time turns out to spread 
widening ripples of wrong.  Meanwhile, an injustice or 
a tragedy may start wheels turning that eventually 
benefit everyone. 
     I wish I knew, sometimes, if I’m still trying to “do 
something” with the convictions I’ve carried with me 
for so many years.  Could they be restored to some 
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Let’s Go… Team CHCC! 

 
     There is a great team organized here on the shores of the “Great Lake”… it is called “Team CHCC” and 
members of that team do an enormous amount of work… much of which isn’t noticed or acknowledged. 
      You see some members of this remarkable team each week… they are the: 

Greeters Acolytes  
Ushers Church School teachers 
Highlight special missions  Liturgist  
Choir members Fellowship Servers 

       
 But do you realize ALL the tasks that are accomplished behind the scenes that benefit us all?  We 
take many of these tasks for granted, but SOMEONE is volunteering to: 
 Newsletter collation    Order and provide flowers 
 Maintaining church web-site   Prepare communion elements 
 Prepare periodic mailings   Ring the bell 
 Visit shut-ins and other members  Preserving church records 
 Lead the youth group    Lead the OWL program 
 Encourage camping opportunities  Direct special worship presentations 
 Write articles for newsletter   Coordinate special programs 
 Bake goodies for all kinds of events  Attend meetings (a favorite!!) 
 Keep the kitchen(s) clean   Organize the closets 
 Dust and do some general cleaning  Cleaning corners of leftover “stuff” 
 Order materials and supplies   Mow grass in summer 
 Shovel and sand in winter   Change light bulbs 
 Maintain gardens    Fix simple plumbing problems 
 Repair furniture and equipment  Check/maintain all the equipment 
 Organize Free Trade coffee/chocolate Serve at Soup Kitchen 
 Deliver donated food items   Substitute at last minute 
 Organize special mission projects  Put envelopes in pews for missions 
 Deliver Store to Door     Organize fundraisers 
 Write to visitors    Send birthday and other cards 
 Show up for fundraisers   Make items for Holly Fair 
 Deliver food labels, can tabs, ink cartridges Encourage recycling 
 Clean the pew racks— check for sharp  Etc, etc, etc. (even this is a partial list) 
               pencils, prayer cards and brochures 

 
     WOW!!!  A huge “thank you” goes out to the many people who 
contribute in these (and other) many ways to keep our ministry current 
and vibrant. 
     There are some people who don’t get the opportunity to serve in 
some way… all the Boards and the Cabinet are looking for ways to 
engage more people in helping with specific tasks.  No effort will be 
overwhelming and no task will be too small.  
      As we share the joy of keeping our church and ministry  
Functioning well, we hope YOU will find a place on the CHCC team.   
Stay tuned! 
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Our February Mission is the Mission Trust 
Fund.  What is the Mission Trust Fund? 
 
 Warren Perkins explained it a few years ago say-
ing, “In 1996, our church, its faith in missions, decided 
to set aside some of these funds to create the Mission 
Trust Fund. Its purpose was to increase mission giving 
by providing extra funding earmarked specifically to 
augment the missions already supported by our  
members... One of the provisions is that ONLY inter-
est and dividends (and none of the principal) can be 
used for qualifying mission projects…This fund will 
continue on and on as the principal grows and as our 
church continues to grow and expand its work.” 
 This month with our giving we contribute to the  
principal of the Trust Fund, thus looking to the future 
and increasing our giving to most of our monthly  
missions this year. 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
 On February 5 we will celebrate our Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday.  Our youth is ask-
ing everyone to bring one food item (or more if you like) and $1.00 to put into our “Soup Bowl”. The food 
will go to the Meredith Food Pantry and the money will go to the Center Harbor Soup Kitchen. 
 Since 1990, when a church youth group in South Carolina started the Souper Bowl of Caring, sharing 
food and money, more than $81 million  has been collected in all 50 states of the U.S.  Last year alone 
over $9 million was collected and over 4 million cans of food, with 260,000 young people involved.  We 
will be a proud partner in this hunger-relief effort! 
  
 As always, the Mission Board is grateful for our church’s generosity for all our missions and thanks 
you for a wonderful spirit of caring and love in our faith community.  
 
 

Recycle for Missions 
 Remember that you can help different missions by taking a  
minute to collect tabs from cans, spent ink cartridges, cancelled 
stamps, (as well as soup labels and Betty Crocker box top coupons).   
All these items are forwarded to various missions to benefit their  
programs.  Leave these items on the table in Gilpatric Hall. 
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News from the Mission Board! CHCC 2012 Missions 

January The Christmas Fund (UCC) 

February Mission Trust Fund 

March One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC)  

April New Beginnings 

May Blankets & Tools of Hope  
(Church World Service) 

June United Campus Ministry 

July Strengthen the Church (UCC) 

August Habitat for Humanity 

September Focus on Africa 

October Neighbors in Need (UCC) 

November Hunger 

December Alternative Christmas &  
Angel Tree 

A Reminder 
For Recycling 

Moultonboro accepts 
office paper, junk mail & 
cardboard, etc. 
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Christian Education News 

 New officers were elected at a recent meeting: John Merrill as Chair, Thom Winslow as Vice-
chair, Amy O’Hearn as Secretary, and Rachelle Smith as representative to the Village Pre-school commit-
tee.  Appointments: Rachelle Smith coordinator of outdoor ministries and Thom Winslow Church School 
superintendent. 
 The Acolytes are doing a great job and all agreed the e-mail reminders from John improved  
participation. 
 Second Sunday Youth group has not been able to meet yet this year, because many of the same 
youth are involved in the OWL program. A group enjoyed sledding on a recent Sunday after church and 
there is discussion of possible future events like bowling.   (Any ideas are welcomed—talk with Patte 
Morrow or Adam Weeks). 
 OWL is going very well. Attendance is 100% and the group is more than half way through the  
curriculum. The leaders may try to plan another retreat later in the spring to do multiple sessions all in one 
weekend.  
 Church School Superintendent report: 2 checks have been sent to our sponsored child: one for 
Christmas and one for her birthday. A thank you note was received. Advent afternoon and the pageant 
went well with excellent participation. 
 Pastor Carol proposed ideas to help youth earn a church t shirt. Many of the kids already have one. 
Various ideas were discussed with no final decision. 
 As requested by the Cabinet, John reviewed a list of delegated duties that the BOCE is involved 
with.  It was decided that the people connected with Christian Education had good delegation and great 
teamwork within the Church. 
 Pastor Carol again discussed the National Youth event and various possibilities for mission trips 
for youth.  A bus will be leaving the New England area for the Youth event in Indiana.  We hope to have 
youth represented at this special event. 
 We would like to renew the Buddy program; if there are adults in the Church that would be  
interested in having a member of the Church School as a Buddy see Nancy Leighley, John Merrill or  
Pastor Carol. 

Prepared to Serve 
 The NH Conference annually sponsors a training event for church leaders; this event includes 
exhibits, workshops, worship and fellowship.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get some great  
information to help grow our local churches, and to fellowship with other UCCers from around New 
Hampshire. 
 This year’s ‘Prepared to Serve’ will be held on Saturday, February 25th  from 8:00 AM to 4 PM at 
Pembroke Academy in Pembroke NH. 
 During the day, there is opportunity to attend three (or four, if you forego lunch) workshops in the 
areas of Spirituality, Church Leadership, Caring Ministries, Stewardship, Service and Global Mission, 
Christian Education and Worship.  The registration fee will be $32 which includes lunch and $40 (after 
February 14th).  
 Full information about worships (including a registration form) is available in the Church  
Office or on-line at the Conference web-site (www.NHCUCC.org). 
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Trustee’s Report 

 Real progress is being made on the Kitchen Committee.  Dorrie Smith has spent many hours  
getting the refrigerator and storage closet cleaned up and organized. 
 Bill Lyon has offered to help Kim LeBlanc with keeping it that way.  Anyone leaving items in the 
refrigerator and kitchen(s) will now have to put their name and date on the item.  If items do not have 
labels they will be disposed of. 
 
 The low number of pledges and money for this year is a reason for concern for us all.  We are way 
behind compared with the last few years.  If income does not keep up with expenses the trustees will be 
required to call a congregation meeting to allow us to draw more money from our investments. 
If your pledge is still not in, please try to get it to office soon. 
 
 The trustees have decided that we will need to have different members take the chair this year.  Kent 
will continue until Honey Evans can take it during the Summer months.  Norman Larson will take for 
Fall months.  The Trustee committee is small in size; it would be helpful to have a list of volunteers who 
could be called on to complete some of the small necessary tasks around the church. We are looking  
forward to the Cabinet getting the Team Program underway.  We need a team to help on trustee matters. 
 
        Kent Warner for Trustees 

 

We ended up the year with a deficit of $20,614 which was $6,213 better than we budgeted.  We  
benefited mainly from saving on expenses which were about $8,100 less than expected.  This was  
offset by income being lower than expected by about $1,900.   
 
      Respectfully submitted, Jason Hicks, Treasurer 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Year to date expenses vs. income received 
As of December 31, 2011 

Expenses  Income  

Income Over/
(Under) Ex-

penses 
 $   122,059    $   101,445    $       (20,614) 
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Worship Volunteers for the Month Please share your time and talent!  
Please sign up for future dates in Gilpatric Hall, or contact a Deacon of the Month. 

Birthdays 

February:  Patte Morrow Deacon Responsible:   

 Ushers Liturgist Acolytes Greeters Fellowship Host 

5  Carrie Crosby Hannah Crosby & 
Meeghan LeBlanc 

Mary Moore Patte Morrow & 
Carrie Crosby 

12  Kent Warner Charlotte Morrow 
& Evelyn Hicks 

Joe & Diane 
Crawford 

Kent & Mary Alice 
Warner 

19   Nick & Nate 
Manville 

  

26      

FREE TAX PREPARATION SERVICES 
 
Provided by Laconia VITA to low and moderate income 
taxpayers in the greater Laconia area.   
 
With refunds available in as little as TEN days, it doesn’t 
make sense to pay someone to prepare your tax return for 
you.  You deserve to keep all of your refund—you’ve 
earned it.   
 
Services provided by IRS certified Tax Preparers through 
the Laconia VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX  
ASSISTANCE (VITA) Program.  For more information 
or to make an appointment call 524-6864 x 102 
 
Hours: By appointment only: 
 Wednesdays 5:00—8:00 pm 
 Thursdays 5:00—8:00 pm 
 
Every other Saturday beginning January 28—March 24, 
2012 
 
By Appointment Only:  9:00 am—12 noon and  
Walk-in Services:  12:30—3:30pm 
 
Located at:  Lakes Region Family Center 
(Community Action Program bldg.) 
121 Belmont Rd. (Route 106) 
Laconia, NH 03246 

This information is not available online.  
 

For updates, members may request a 
printed sheet from the secretary. 
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THANK  YOU’S 
From the Church Mailbox 

 

Dear Carol and church members, 
 
 Thank you so much for all you did for our 
friends and family last Friday [January/6th].  We  
appreciate all the efforts of the volunteers as well.   
We will always remember that day.    
  With Love, Ann Thomsen To Everyone at CHCC 

 Thank you so much for your 
generous & thoughtful Christmas gift.  
I appreciate your generosity and  
kindness very, very much.  It is a pleas-
ure working here and again Thank You! 
 Always, Nancy Lemieux 

To my UCC Family 
 Thank you so much for your  
generous Christmas gift.  I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. And kindness throughout the year. 
  Fondly,  Nancy  (Turziano) 

                        *****  PLEASE HELP “YOUR FAIR LADIES”  ***** 
  
            A few ‘fair ladies’ have already met to begin planning for our Annual Holly Fair...which will follow 
tradition by being held on the Saturday before Thanksgiving—( November 17th this year... Mark your  
calendars now !).   
 Gift baskets have been a popular item ( they are fun to put together and sell well, too), BUT supplies 
of appropriate baskets have been depleted. Your help is needed. If you have rather large baskets stored 
somewhere, waiting for ‘a good home’, or if you know of a good source (at no cost), please bring them in to 
church and/or tell Ellen Weeks, Sally Humer or Lynne Sias. 

  
During this (sort of) quiet time, please be thinking of what YOU can add to the Fair (a major “fun” 

and fund-raiser) and let us know what time and talent you are willing to share, during these days and during 
fair week.  A series of workshops are being planned: Monday 1/23/12, 12noon to 2pm for ‘felting’, and 
Monday 2/20/12, 9:00am to 11:00am to decorate small trees.  Other ideas are growing, so stay alert.  Please 
consider attending or leading a workshop (easier than it sounds) to share in this effort. 

  
 We look forward to hearing from you and having you join with us in this venture.   
   THANKS, in advance. 
 
Holly Fair Supply Wish List  (Thanks for checking in your attics and basements) 
 Small children’s ice skates  Wooden skis 
 Wall mount coat hooks  Wooden shutters 
 Wool sweaters, scarves  Wood picture frames 
 
 

To my sisters and brothers at CHCC , 
 “Thank you” is such a small word to acknowledge your kind and very 
generous Christmas gift.  You are such a caring church family; it is a privilege 
to be part of the ministry here. 
     Shalom, Carol 
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What’s Wrong with This Picture? 
 
 Kids LOVE doing these puzzles.  Some kids 
work hard to try to find even more mistakes than  
were intended.  You have to look very closely and 
sometimes, you need to look from a different angle.  
Sometimes the mistakes are very glaring; other  
times they are quite subtle.  The easy part of this pic-
ture puzzle is that once you have found all the mis-
takes, the work is over. 
 Lent is a little like these puzzles.  We have to 
take a close look at our lives, sometimes from a little 
different perspective and ask ourselves "What's wrong 
with the whole picture of our lives?"  Sometimes the 
mistakes are glaring, and sometimes they are very 
subtle.  After identifying all the matters, issues and 
relationships that are wrong, unlike the puzzle, there 
is more to do.  The real work of Lent is to move  
forward to change and correct those mistakes.  Then 
the picture of our lives is filled with fewer mistakes 
and is more balanced in its composition. 
 God's infinite grace is the means to look at ourselves and to see the mistakes.  God's grace is 
the means to know that our mistakes are not engraved in stone, but that all things can be made new. 
 Jesus went to the cross and died for those mistakes-- both the big ones and the small ones.  
May this period of Lent be a time for all of us to look at our lives and honestly ask "What's wrong?" 
and claim God's grace and guidance to change.  May our lives be made right to walk with Jesus as 
Resurrection people! 

   “He died to set us free” 
 
 After Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, appropriate funeral ceremonies 
were held in Washington.  Then the body of the beloved President was taken by 
train to Springfield, Illinois for burial. 
 The funeral cortege stopped at many towns along the way so that mourning 
citizens could pay their respects.  At a small town in Ohio, a black mother came on 
board with her small son.  As they gazed on the “Great Emancipator,” she said to 
him, “Take a long look, honey.  That man died for you.” 
 During these days of Lent, we take a long look at Jesus Christ.  He died for 

us!  There is a mystery to it, but we can discover that God forgives sin by taking it upon himself.  Jesus 
suffered the sorrow and agony of our rebellion.  We become identified with Christ by faith and recon-
ciled to God, so that our sin is removed and we are counted as sons and daughters.  When it becomes 
meaningful to us, we are able to say, “Jesus died for me and now I’ll live for Him.” 
 Throughout the Lenten season, we are being called to face anew the gift of Christ for us, and to 
respond with loving, disciplined Christian living. 
 As we respond to that call, we will discover that we are growing in grace—the grace God offers 
us in Christ. 
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A Laughing Jesus 
 
 
    My office is filled with all 
kinds of pictures, props from chil-
dren’s stories, and special gifts.  
One picture on the wall is pretty 
different—it’s a $5 print.  It’s not 
really a work of art; it is an illus-
tration.  I do not know who exe-
cuted it.  And the subject is quite 
different as it is a picture of the 
laughing Jesus. 
     The picture is striking at first 
glance, as it portrays Jesus with 
his head back, mouth open and 
you can almost hear the loud 
laughter as though someone told 
him a funny story or a ridiculous 
joke.   
     This illustration of a Laughing 
Christ dramatically confronts the 
viewer with the reality that Jesus 
lived life to the fullest and  
experienced every happening that 
we face in life. 
     It also reminds me that Jesus 
laughed in the face of the most  
serious things— like disease,  
Discrimination and death.   He had the power to overcome all those situations… and He still shares 
that power with us in these days. 
 

     A businessman sat with me while ago, sharing his feelings of guilt and sorrow over an affair he had 
with a young woman.  He scarcely could stand to look into the eyes of his wife or children because of 
his shame. 
     He suddenly looked up at the Laughing Christ, remained silent for a moment, and then explained, 
"You know, I really believe a man like that can understand and forgive a person who has made a fool 
of himself." 
     This is the central message of Lent.  We generally think of Lent as a solemn and somber season of 
the year… but Jesus breaks into our serious considerations with some serious grace of His own… and 
invites us to join in holy laughter as we conquer the ills of the world. 
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 We are a church whose members love and 
value each other.  Our faith community is a 

force for caring and sharing God’s love in local 
and wider communities.  As members, we 
learn, grow and serve together to do God’s 
work with faith, compassion and respect. 

 

In This 
Issue... 

All are Welcome on Sundays 
10:00 a.m.  Worship and Church School 
          —all children welcome 
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship in Gilpatric Hall 

 God’s Valentine   (John 3:16) 
 

This is amazing and indeed it IS the greatest Valentine of all time!!!     
And another fine example of how “all things work together” for God!         

     ”For God so loV ed the world, 
             That He gA ve 
                   His onL y 
                   BegottE n 
                         SoN 
                             T hat whosever 
              Believeth I n Him 
                 Should N ot perish, 
              But have E verlasting life.” 


