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A Few Thoughts about My Pledge
Like all of you, Dave and I will soon fill out a pledge card for next
year. And like all of you, we are concerned about the financial stability
of the church. We want Center Harbor Congregational Church to grow

and to thrive and to still be serving this community for many years to
come. So, I thought that I would share some of the ways I am thinking
about our pledge this year, not as prescriptions for your own choices,
but perhaps to open up new lines of thought.
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so the total amount we have available to give will also be less. On the
other hand, we have some choices about how our gifts to the church
will be distributed. In the past, 90% of Dave’s and my pledge has gone
to the church budget and 10% to Our Church’s Wider Mission
(OCWM), which supports the Merrimack Association, the New
Hampshire Conference, and the national setting of the United Church
of Christ. Then, over and above our pledge for the year, we give some-
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thing – sometimes a little, sometimes more – to each of the Missions
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mission giving (including Missions of the Month and OCWM) has al-
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of the Month. When you consider our overall giving to the church,
ways been far more than 10% of the total.
Now that we have to cut back to make our own household budget balance, we are going to redistribute our gifts. We will increase the percentage of our pledge that supports church operations, and reduce the
percentage that goes to OCWM; and we will continue to give to the
Missions of the Month as we are able.
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I still have to do some figuring to be sure, but I think that by taking this approach, we can keep our
contribution to the church operating budget the same for next year, rather than cutting back, even
though our income will be lower, and I believe that our total giving to missions can still be at least
10% of the total. It is important to me that at least a tithe of our overall giving continue to be for missions. For me, supporting God’s work through our gifts to the ministries of this church is a spiritual
discipline. It helps me to grow in faith. And our gifts are our part of a promise to future generations of
seekers and believers in this community, that this church will still be here for them.
By sharing this information with you, I am not suggesting that you reduce your own mission giving.
Rather, I am asking you to do some detailed thinking about why you give and where your gifts to the
church go. I am also asking you to place a high priority on gifts to the church’s operating budget, because without that, we can’t do worship or Christian education or music or mission or anything else.
And importantly, one of the ways we serve our community most visibly is through the use of our
building for the soup kitchen and Alcoholics Anonymous and other groups. If we can’t pay our heating
bills, we won’t be able to serve them.

I don’t know whether your income will be higher next year, or lower. You probably don’t know that
yet, either. I can guess that your expenses will probably go up, as ours will. As we approach steward-

ship season, I hope you will prayerfully consider where your giving to the church fits in all of that, and
I hope you will join me in placing a high priority on supporting the church budget for the coming year.

Pastor Cathy

Welcome New CHCC Associate Member, Jane Hilder
Jane Hilder has been a treasured
member of our church family for
several years.
She lives here in warmer months
and in Virginia when the weather
turns cold.
Ask her sometime about
living in Iceland!
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Mission Report 2022
as of July 31st

July
Offerings

OCWM

Total for the Year

482.00

4182.25

5.00

$415.00

Deacon Fund
January

Christmas Fund (UCC)

$360.00

February

Hunger

$564.00

March

One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC)

$1,270.00

March

Ukraine

$2,000.00

April

New Beginnings

$560.00

May

Blankets and Tools

$375.00

June

Campus Ministries

$330.00

July

Strengthen the Church (UCC)

August

Habitat for Humanity

September

25/40 Mission to Africa

$125.00

October

Neighbors in Need (UCC)

$125.00

November

Interlakes Community Caregivers

$125.00

December

Angel Tree (including gift value)

$125.00

230.00

$380.00

25.00

$150.00

Thanks to John Merrill for keeping track of our unique mission giving setup!
Your Mission Board: Pam Brown, Joyce Larson, Paula Young, Hettie Buck,
Fred Doscher and Margee Doscher, Cathy Turrentine, Pastor.

News from the Board of Missions … 25/40 FOCUS ON AFRICA
is our mission of the month for September.

The month of September will be devoted to supporting missions and activities in Africa.
We are also committed to continuing to support the 25:40 initiative founded by Pat Thomas’ family. This organization provides food, shelter and
education for children who have been orphaned because of AIDS.
After a number of years, 25:40 has established a reputation for effective
work in battling AIDS one life at a time and is able to leverage support
from other organizations to spread their outreach.
Supporting Mt. Selinda and the 25:40 program helps us light a small candle in the poverty in the southern section of Africa.
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Sunday, September 11: First Day of Sunday School and Rally Day Celebration
The Board of Christian Education is pleased to announce the first day of Sunday School on Sunday,
Sept. 11. We are grateful to the teachers who have volunteered this year: Pam Brown, Hettie Buck,
Diane Crawford, Janet Gulezian, Ann Koniszewski, Dottie Kraft, Norman Larson, Sally Lyon, Jill Morton,
Abby Olden, and Dave Ostroth. We invite anyone else who may be interested to share in the joy that we
receive from this time in relationship with the children. Just let Pam Brown know of your interest, and we
will include you in the teacher workshop on Sept. 18 at 11AM, following worship. We always teach in
pairs and each teacher is asked to volunteer at most 3 to 4 Sundays in each half of the year.
The Rally Day celebration is an intergenerational time together to mark the start of the Sunday School
year. The festivities will begin right after the worship service on Sept. 11 and are appropriate for all ages. You're guaranteed to have fun. Weather permitting, we will be outside in the meadow, so dress casually
with comfortable shoes for the games. A light lunch of hot dogs and chips will follow. See you there!

Saturday, September 24 - Noon to 2PM: Homecoming Luncheon
Mark your calendars and plan to attend our Homecoming Luncheon in Gilpatric Hall on Saturday,
September 24, from Noon to 2PM. This is a church family event for all ages.
Please bring your favorite dish or dessert to share. We'll celebrate the past 12 months and all that we do
together as a community for our community and share our hopes and dreams for the future of the church.
Please RSVP to Terry so that we know how many to expect. Hope to see you there!!

Saturday, October 1: 8 AM - 2 PM CHCC Garage Sale
The October garage sale is one of the traditional fundraisers for the church. Not only is it a fundraiser, but
it's also an opportunity to re-purpose and save our landfill from those items that have value to others but
may no longer be needed by you. This year the date of the garage sale will be Saturday October 1
from 8 AM-2 PM. You may bring your items for sale to the church (Gilpatric Hall stage or the garage
when open) between Wednesday, Sept. 27 and Friday, Sept. 30. Please do not bring electronics
(e.g. computers, TVs, VCRs), electric appliances, clothing, books, large furniture or appliance items, or
anything that is not in good physical and working condition. Our goal is to have things that are likely to
sell and, thus, avoid having a lot left afterward to store or deliver elsewhere.
If you have questions or are willing to help with the garage sale, please contact Pam Brown (603-7148720). Set-up will be on Friday, Sept. 30. Thanks in advance for your donations and help with the sale!

Sunday, October 16: Cropwalk Sandwich, NH: More information coming soon.
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HOLLY FAIR PREP TIME
Holly Fair Prep meetings take place on Monday mornings at 10 AM and are ongoing throughout the
fall season. Contact Ann Koniszewski for more information. Email: alibby1@icloud.com

Volunteers selected kitchen utensils to be sold at the Holly
Fair Country Store. Thanks, Sally, for placing the order.

Choosing ribbons for the gift baskets.

This summer was a busy one for our Director, Miss Laura.
She has been busy hiring a new teacher, finishing the
reorganizing of the closet and prepping for a new school year.
You will all rejoice in hearing that a new teacher has been hired!
Ms Sally Tohman will be teaching alongside Miss Laura.
We are looking forward to a great school year! We will have an
Open House on Wednesday, August 31st for our families to

meet each other and the teachers
Our first day of school will be Wednesday, September 7th. We will start our school year by getting to
know each other and the routines of the classroom as well as spending as much time outside as
possible. In our science studies we will be learning about Caterpillars and
Butterflies, specifically Monarchs. We are on the lookout for a caterpillar
so that we can observe the process of how a caterpillar becomes a butterfly.
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Ice Cream Social Schedule
It’s not too late! Join us for an ice cream on the following dates:
SEPTEMBER - 6:00 P.M.
01 Town Docks Meredith
08, 15, 22 TBD - Dewey’s Center Harbor?
29 CHCC ??? Make-your-own-Sundaes?
Photo by Flavio Shibata on Unsplash

Books ’n Bites
Our next meeting will be on September 13, at 1:30 pm.
Bring a snack to share and enjoy a relaxing hour away from it all.
Interested? Contact Jill Morton at ladymort17@gmail.com

For the love of books!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS OF THE MONTH - SEPTEMBER
In September, the food of the month for the Lakes Region Food Pantry is

HEALTHY SNACKS

The food collection basket is in the parlor As you pass through the parlor,
will you consider contributing to those in need? If you wish to donate food
in addition to the designated items your gift will be most gratefully received!
The Board of Missions will coordinate the distribution of the items collected
each month to the food pantry. Thank you for participating in this mission.

John Merrill is generously donating daffodil bulbs to
our church community. He needs help digging them up
in this fall. They will be replanted on our church grounds
and at our homes! Anyone who can help with this
opportunity is asked to contact Jill Morton to volunteer:
920-915-5634 or ladymort17@gmail.com.
You could do a little or a lot more, as you choose.
Thank you in advance for your help!
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Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC
September 2022
You may request the newsletter by e-mail.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

This month’s mission:
“25/40 Mission to Africa”

Boldface =
Churchsponsored
events

Questions? Call the secretary during
Office/Sanctuary Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs.
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

or leave a message:
(603) 253-7698 or 253-8668
E-mail: chccucc@myfairpoint.net
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9:00 am
Worship

11
10:00 am
Worship

5

6

OFFICE
CLOSED

7:00 pm
Cabinet

12

13

10:00 AM
Holly Fair
Meeting

1:30 pm
Books n Bites

Labor Day

4:30 pm Soup
Kitchen

7

First Day of
Preschool

14

4:30 pm Soup
Kitchen

11:00 am
Rally Day

18

19

20

10:00 am
Worship

10:00 AM
Holly Fair
Meeting

4:30 pm
Deacons

26

27

10:00 AM
Holly Fair
Meeting

4:30 pm Soup
Kitchen

25
10:00 am
Worship

21

2

6:00 PM
Ice Cream
Social
Town Docks,
Meredith

8:00 pm AA

8

9

6:00 PM
Ice Cream
Social
TBD
(Deweys?)

8:00 pm AA

15

16

6:00 PM
Ice Cream
Social
TBD
(Deweys?)

8:00 pm AA

22

23

6:00 PM
Ice Cream
Social
TBD
(Deweys?)

8:00 pm AA

29

30

6:00 PM
Ice Cream
Social
Sundaes at
CHCC???

8:00 pm AA

9:00 am
Bible Study

9:00 am
Bible Study

4:30 pm Soup
Kitchen

28

9:00 am
Bible Study

9

Friday

1

9:00 am
Bible Study

4:00 pm
Trustees
Week 4
Sunday School

Thursday

1:00 - 6:00 PM
Blood Drive

Saturday

3

10

17

24

Noon
Homecoming
Dinner
Gilpatric Hall
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Trustees of the Month - 2022

09/02
09/03
09/09
09/10
09/12
09/13
09/17
09/17
09/22
09/25
09/29
09/30
09/30

David Crane
Nancy Stamnas
Evelyn Hicks
Su Mansur
Palmer Smith
Blanche Perkins
Jill Morton
Rose Marie Phillips
Diane Crawford
Patte Morrow
Gail Miller
Honey Evans
Dick Harlow

January

Dave Sias

February

Don Morton

March

Dave Ostroth

April

Don Edwards

May

Dave Sias

June

Dave Ostroth

July

Don Morton

August

Don Edwards

September

Dave Sias

October

Don Edwards

November

Dave Ostroth

December

Don Morton

Hospice Giving Foundation
Visit this site for helpful tips to
organize important documents.
https://hospicegiving.org

09/01
09/04
09/06
09/22
09/22

Confidential Files for funeral
preferences are available in
the CHCC Office.

Laurie and William Burke
Dave and Lynne Sias
Joe and Marianne McGrail
Kevin and Patte Morrow
Tyler and Rose Manville

Office Notes:
Sunday Worship
Service -10:00 AM
starting September11.
Bible Study Resumes
Thursdays at 9:00 AM

Board and Committee Meeting Minutes Available
Minutes of all board and committee meetings are always available to all church members by contacting our
secretary, Terry Hughes.
Minutes are sent to the secretary for recording on the office
computer. If you do not have access to electronic mail, you may
request a printed copy. The only exception would be records of the Pastoral Relations Committee which
are considered confidential.
Mask & Social Distancing Policy:
Masks Optional
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Save us a stamp:
Opt-out of our mailing list and
opt-in to our
e-mail list
by calling the church office (603) 253-7698
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We are a church whose members love and
value each other. Our faith community is a
force for caring and sharing God’s love in local
and wider communities. As members, we
learn, grow and serve together to do God’s
work with faith, compassion and respect.

All are Welcome

September comes, and Nature falls
silent. She has the work of harvest
to perform. You're on your own now
to map the sun, to touch a green leaf
turning yellow, to hold a golden moment
before it fades into winter light.
-Daniel Brick
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