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1 John tells us, “God is LOVE, and whoever lives in love lives in God, 

and God lives in them.” Last month I invited us all to think about Lent in 
terms of love, rather than sacrifice, and so, I have been thinking a lot this 
week about all the scripture passages that tell us to love. Here’s a small 

list to guide us. 

Love one another (John 13:34a) 

                                        Love one another (John 13:34b) 

Love one another (John 13:35) 

                              Love one another (John 15:12)                     

  Love one another (John 15:17) 
Love one another (Romans 13:88) 

  Make your love increase (1 Thessalonians 3:12)

  Love each other (1 Thessalonians 4:9) 

Love one another deeply (1 Peter 3:8)

       Love each other deeply (1 Peter 4:8) 

Love one another (1 John 3:11) 

     Love one another (1 John 3:23)

Love one another (1 John 4:7) 

Love one another (1 John 4:1) 

  Love one another (1 John 4:12) 

Love one another (2 John 5) 

 

Let us love one another every day. 

Pastor Cathy 

God Is Love 
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THE CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

Church Life 

      

 

New Members Welcomed! 

      

 

Preparation Has Already Begun! 

HOLLY FAIR 2024 

     The Holly Fair crafters have started prepara-
tions for this year’s Holly Fair. The group met for 
the first time on February 16th to decorate 
wreaths. 
     The next craft session will be Friday, March 1st 
at 10 am. Patty McQuone will be leading Christ-
mas jewelry making.  All are welcome! 

 
 

 

COMMUNION IN THE ROUND 

     On February 25th three  new members were wel-
comed into our congregation during worship ser-
vice. Lory Weeks grew up in a UCC church and has 
been active with our congregation since retiring to 
Moultonborough in 2017. Doug Verge has been ac-
tive in the United Methodist church for his whole 
life and joins us as an associate member. He is an 
attorney in Manchester. Linda Verge, who is the 
new library director in Center Harbor, grew up Ro-
man Catholic. She says she was attracted to Center 
Harbor Congregational church because of the 
“feelings of history in our walls and because of the 
welcome Doug and her received here.” 
     A warm welcome to Lory Weeks and Doug and 
Linda Verge. 

Book Study: Diary of a Jesus Tag-along  
 An Invitation from Carol Asher. 

    I wrote this series of reflections im-
agining that I was traveling with Jesus 
and His entourage (of chosen disciples 
and other followers) at the end of Je-
sus’ earthly life.  It starts just before 
what we call the Palm Sunday entrance 
into Jerusalem; continues through the 
tumultuous week of Passover, death 

and glorious resurrection; then follows the reaction of 
that little band of followers during the weeks leading 
up to Pentecost. 
     I invite you to join me to reflect together as we re-
read the stories.  We will begin in the later part of 
March and continue for eight weeks through Pentecost.  
Please let me know if you are interested in joining this 
book study (either at Sunday worship or at 
clsasher2@aol.com).  According to the wishes of those 
interested, we might meet in person at the church dur-
ing the day or by ZOOM at a mutually-agreeable time. 
    I look forward to sharing this time with you.  Copies 
of the book ($12) are available from Cindy Thompson, 

Fred Doscher or me.   

     Thank you to Fred 
Doscher for leading 
worship services while 
Pastor Cathy was away 
on vacation. The ser-
vices were full of music, 
reflection, and joy. We 
all had an interesting 
experience receiving 
communion in the round 
on February 4th. 
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News from the Board of Missions 
March Mission of the Month: One Great Hour of Sharing 

     In Matthew 5: 14-16 we read:  “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hid-
den. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.   Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

     This year is the 75th anniversary of the One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS). The offering was started in 
1949 to help people still in desperate need after WW II.  
The theme this year is “Sharing the Light.”   
     Each week we conclude our worship service by singing 
“This little light of mine,  I’m gonna let it shine.”   The 
invitation this year is to share our light through our gifts to 
this offering.   When we contribute to this offering, we 
offer hope to people forced to flee their homes in search of 
safety; we support life-giving recovery efforts when disas-
ters devastate communities and lives; we plant seeds of 
peace where war has multiplied despair and destruction.   
Week after week we pray for the people caught in war in 

the Ukraine as well as in Gaza and Israel.   We have prayed for people caught in the fires in Maui.   Our 
contributions to this year’s offering will allow Church World Service to be present and help in these situa-
tions and in ones that come this year. 
     OGHS has also helped others to share the light:  In 2020, in the midst of the pandemic, Don Pedro Mal-
donado and his family could not access food or supplies they needed to sustain their harvests in Honduras, 
and they were considering leaving to try and come to the US.  But through the OGHS, they received re-
sources desperately needed and training in farming techniques.  They also received chickens, sheep and a 
cow.  In turn they shared from their bounty and training, passing their fortune on to their community.   They 
were able to let their light shine!  
     Margee picked up a shiny penny and it shone so brightly.   Whatever we give to the OGHS will shine as 
well!   We are invited to give whatever we are able so that our light will shine!    
Margee and Fred Doscher 

THE CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

Announcing a Change in Our  
Missions of the Month 

 We will be changing the Mission of the 
Month for June from Campus Ministry to  Horton 
Center.  The decision was made based on the mini-
mal response we have received for Campus Ministry 
and voiced interest in Horton Center with which we 
have more active participation on the part of our con-
gregation.   

Alternative Gift updates from December 
     We had two gifts to the alternative gift Mission of 
the Month in December that were inadvertently left 
out of our report of 2023 Mission giving. 
• A gift to Payson Center for Cancer Care Hope Re-

source Center for $100 that will be matched by 
$59. 

• A gift of $5 to all of the MOM’s that will be 
matched as well. 

Thank you to all who participated in the Hunger Ac-
tion food collection in February. Our bounty of food 

donations will be sent off to area food pantries 
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THE CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

2024 Contributions to Missions (as of February 22nd) 

Christmas Angel Fund  Deacon’s Fund $100 

I.L. Community Caregivers $30 25-40  

New Beginnings $30 Neighbors in Need $30 

OCWM $676.56 Hunger Action $205 

OGHS $30 Backpacks, Blankets, & Tools  

Habitat for Humanity $30 Strengthen the Church $30 

United Campus Ministry $30 Christmas Fund Veterans of Cross $458 

Disaster Relief   Camp Resilience  

Medical Debt Relief  Ministry of Space $30 

Chocorua Chapel  Lakes Region Food Pantry  

Total: $1,679.56 

Little Free PANTRY DONATIONS  
 

We are primarily 
feeding folks who 
are homeless (folks 
eating in their cars). 
We are also still 
contending with 
freezing tempera-
tures so looking for 
donations that are 
freezer safe so that they can be placed in 
the outdoor pantry. We have not had many 
people come into the church to pick up the 
non-freezable items we keep indoors. 
  Here is a summary of what is needed: 
 
• Bread (this is a very popular item) 
• Cereal (sweetened cereals are especial-

ly popular) 
• PB and Jelly (not in glass jars - the plas-

tic containers are freeze safe) 
• Nuts/crackers/bars 
• Lunch on the Run or Snack boxes 
• Rice and Pasta mixes (the Knorr ones 

that just need boiling water are popular) 
• Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
 

Donations may be placed in the bin labeled 
“Little Free Pantry” in the church office. 

 
Thank you for participating in this mission. 

Seeking Tulip Sponsors 
     Please help us bring the joy of nature 
into the sanctuary at Easter by sponsoring 
a pot of tulips. There will be a sign up 

sheet in the sanctuary. The price has yet to be deter-
mined; however, last year’s tulips were about $7. 
Sponsored flowers can be taken home after church on 
Easter Sunday or left for as long as they flower. 

Town Warrant Articles Affect Church 
     There are two important warrant articles that affect 
the church that will be voted on at the Center Harbor 
Town Meeting on March 13th, at 6:00 PM. The first 
of these (Article 2) deals with the proposed photovol-
taic system. The Church has not taken a position for 
or against it, but has asked for some commitments 
from the Town to protect the safety of our children 
and our property if the proposal goes forward. If you 
want more information on this Article, please see 
Cathy or Pam Brown.  
     The second of these warrant articles (Article 20) 
could have an immediate, negative impact on the 
church. Article 20 states, “Special Warrant Article. 
Petitioned Warrant Article. Shall the vote of Town 
Meeting of March 6, 1963, permitting Moultonbor-
ough residents, property owners and their guests to 
use the Town of Center Harbor beach be rescinded, 
and only Center Harbor residents, property owners 
and their guests be permitted use of the Town Beach? 
The Selectmen to NOT recommend this warrant arti-
cle by a 3-0 vote."  If Article 20 passes, the Town's 
permission for us to use the beach for our 7:00 AM 
Easter services will likely be rescinded, according to 
the Center Harbor Parks and Recreation Department.  
     If you are a resident of Center Harbor, please at-
tend the Town Meeting on March 13th at 6:00 PM 
at the Center Harbor Fire Station. 
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News Village Preschool Sunday School 

THE CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

Books ’n Bites 
Did you just finish an amazing book and need to tell 

someone about it? Have you been reading a bunch of 

duds and need a recommendation? 

Come and share what you’ve been reading! 

Tuesday, March 19th at 1:30 pm 

Interested?  Contact Diane Crawford or Jill Morton 

 Sunday School classes will resume on March 10th 
after two Sundays off for school vacation. Both the 

elementary and junior youth classes will continue 
learning about the stories of Jesus' life and teach-
ings.  We welcome all children and potential new 

teachers into the joy and blessings of learning, mu-
sic, and crafts. 

No Sunday School during school vacation 
week: February 25th or March 3rd. 

     March is going to be an especially busy month for 
our program. Learning all about Maple Sugaring, St. 
Patrick’s Day, Spring and Easter will fill up most of 
our month. We look forward to spending more time 
outside watching for signs of spring.  
     We’ve been taking a monthly trip to Nich-
ols  Library for story time. The new librarian, Ms. 
Linda, is a talented storyteller!  
 

Holly Fair Craft Session 
Christmas Jewelry Making with 

Patty McQuone 
Friday, March 1st 

10 am 
 
 
Please join us in Gilpatric Hall as part of our 
preparations for the 2024 Holly Fair.  

Sunday school children singing with Margee D.  
during worship on February 11th. 

Are you in the market for some new reusable bags? 
 

March is the Center Harbor Soup 
Kitchen’s month to earn money from 

Fight Hunger Bags sold at  
Hannafords in Meredith. 

 
The Center Harbor Soup Kitchen will earn $1 from 

every $2.50 Fight Hunger Bag sold in March. 

Horton Center hosts SOLO Schools  
Wilderness First Aid Course 

 
June 8-9, 2024 

Lodging and meals area available as well as add-on 
certifications (CPR and Wilderness First Responder 

recertification). 
 

More Info: Horton Center WFA (regfox.com)  

https://nhcucc.regfox.com/horton-center-wfa
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THE CENTER HARBOR LIGHT 

Opportunities In Our Community 

Pemi-Baker Hospice & Home Health 
Free Support Groups 

 
Caregivers Support Group 

1st Wednesday of the month 
10 am - 101 Boulder Point Dr., Plymouth 

Pre-registration required 
 

Contact: Guy Tillson, Hospice Chaplain and  
Bereavement Coordinator 

gtillson@pghha.org 
(603) 536-2232 

 

Can You Tell Us Why CHCC is Special? 
 

We are looking for volunteers to be featured in 
the “Why CHCC?” section of our Blog where 
members share what makes CHCC special to 
them. All it takes is to answer a few questions! 
 
You can visit our website to see the already pub-
lished “Why CHCC?” articles. (Choose “Blog” 
under “About Us”.) 
      
Please volunteer by contacting the secretary. 

03/01    Margaret Cooper 
03/03   Sally Lyon 
03/07  Jim Swanson 
03/07   Martha Johnson 
03/10  Lauren O’Hearn 
03/13  Donald Edwards 
03/20   Jane Hilder 
03/27  Ruth Costello 
03/28   Brian Knight 
03/28   Cathy Turrentine 
03/30  Betsy Vazifdar 

Are you an adult 60 years or older 
looking to stretch your food budget? 
NH Commodity Supplemental Food Program 

(CSFP) can help! 
 

CSFP can provide healthy foods to supplement 
your food budget. This will help lower your 

monthly grocery bill. The value of the food you 
receive is approximately $50 per month. 

 
Contact Community Action Program Belknap-

Merrimack Counties, Inc. for more information: 
603-225-2050 or 800-578-2050 

Transportation Survey 
Mid-State Regional Coordinating Council 

helps organize transportation services around 
the southern Lakes Region. They are looking 

for help determining residents’ wants and 
needs for services. 

 
Your input can be heard by filling out their 

survey at: 
https://midstatercc.org/ 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

March 24, 10:00 am 
     Palm Sunday Service 
 
March 28, 7:00 pm 
     Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
 
March 31, 7:00 am 
     Easter Service at the Town Beach 
 
March 31, 10:00 am 
     Traditional Easter Service in the Sanctuary 

https://midstatercc.org/
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Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC       

March 2024 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

This month’s mission:  

“One Great Hour of Sharing” 
 

Boldface = Church-sponsored events 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

8 pm AA  

(open meeting) 

2 
 
 

3 
  
10 am Worship 

(no Sunday 

school) 

 

4 

 
 

5 

 
4:30 pm Soup 

Kitchen 
 

6 

 
5 pm Mis-

sions Mtg., 

Zoom 

 

6:30 pm AA 

7 

 
9 am Bible 

Study, Zoom 

 
 

8 

 
8 pm AA  

(open meeting) 

9 
 

 

10 
 

10 am Worship 

 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

 

Set  

Clock 

Forward 

11 
 

 

12 
 

4 pm Trustees 

Mtg., parlor 

 

4:30 pm Dea-

cons Mtg., 

Zoom 

 

4:30 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

13 

 
6:30 pm AA 

14 

 
9 am Bible 

Study, Zoom 

15 
 

8 pm AA  

(open meeting) 

16 
 

 

17 

 
10 am Worship 

18 
 

19 
 

1:30 pm Books 

& Bites, Parlor 

 

4:30 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

 

7 pm Cabinet 

Mtg., Zoom 

20 

 
5 pm Humble 

Grunt Work 

 

6:30 pm AA 

 

 

21 

 
9 am Bible 

Study, Zoom 

 

 

22 
 

8 pm AA  

(open meeting) 

23 
 

 

24 

 
Palm Sunday 

 
10 am Worship 

25 
 

26 
 

4:30 pm Soup 

Kitchen 

 

27 

 
6:30 pm AA 

28 

 
9 am Bible 

Study, Zoom 

 

7 pm Maundy 

Thursday Ser-

vice 

29 

 
8 pm AA  

(open meeting) 

30 
 

 

31 
 

Easter 
 

7 am Sunrise 

Service, Beach 

 

10 am Worship 

 
 

  Questions? Call the secretary during 
Office/Sanctuary Hours:  

Tues. & Wed., 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Thurs., 8:30 am - 10:30 am 

or leave a message: 

(603) 253-7698 

E-mail: CHCCsecretary@chccucc.org 
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THE 
CENTER HARBOR 

LIGHT 

 We are a church whose members love and 
value each other.  Our faith community is a 

force for caring and sharing God’s love in local 
and wider communities.  As members, we 
learn, grow and serve together to do God’s 
work with faith, compassion and respect. 

 

In This 

Issue... 

  

     All are Welcome  
 

March 2024 

Winter Branches 
By Margaret Widdemer 

 
When winter-time grows weary, I lift my eyes on high 
And see the black trees standing, stripped clear against the sky; 
 
They stand there very silent, with the cold flushed sky behind, 
The little twigs flare beautiful and restful and kind; 
 
Clear-cut and certain they rise, with summer past, 
For all that trees can ever learn they know now, at last; 
 
Slim and black and wonderful, with all unrest gone by, 
The stripped tree-boughs comfort me, drawn clear against the sky. 
 
 This poem is in the public domain. 

 


